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YOUNG FICTION

Curl up with a Five Quills Book

At Five Quills we are passionate about creating books that inspire children  

to become lifelong readers. Our high-quality picture books and young fiction titles, 

created for children between the ages of 3-9 years, are bursting with fun-filled  

stories and vivid illustrations. Our list includes books suitable for young children  

at different reading levels and also addresses a variety of topics, ranging from  

family, diversity and empathy, to nature, science and the environment.  

A Five Quills book is sure to inspire the love of reading in your child,  

and is a valuable addition to both the family and classroom libraries.

 

New Fantasy Adventure Series for 8+ 

In a gripping tale of Norse gods, battling warrior cats, and beastly 
wolves, Aldo and his cat Odin are called to save the world!

Discover more of our exciting new titles by visiting us at w ww.fivequills.co.uk 

NEW!

MY CAT IS CALLED ODIN

Aldo’s cat is called Odin. He has only one eye, like the Norse god 

of poetry and war. In fact, he IS Odin . . .! Aldo and his two best 

friends from Comic Club have been training to save the world. 

They’ve mastered fighting battles (with wooden swords), Morse 

code, and superhero skills. The day Odin suddenly appears, they 

are swept up in a truly epic adventure . . . Yggdrasil, Tree of Life  

and Death, has mistakenly opened its portal and unleashed  

Fenrir, the gigantic, evil Wolf from Norse mythology, into the world. 

Can Aldo, his friends and Odin’s cat army defeat the Beast before 

the next full moon and save the world? 

by Francesco Bedini and illustrated by Stefano Tambellini

FRANCESCO BEDINI is an Italian children’s book author, with a passion for comics, literature and music. 

When Francesco is not busy writing, he runs his own luthier workshop where he builds and repairs 

electric guitars and runs educational music workshops. My Cat is Called Odin (originally published in 

Italian by Castoro Libri) is his first title for Five Quills.

STEFANO TAMBELLINI iis an illustrator and award-winning creator of stop-motion 
animation movies. With a degree in animation from the School of Experimental 
Cinematography of Turin (CSC), he moved to London in 2009 and worked as an 
illustrator for children’s books for publishers Barrington Stoke (UK), Bloomsbury (UK) 
and Little Bee Books (US). His short film “Impossibles Maladies” has received over 
20 awards internationally. In addition to being an illustrator, he teaches puppetry and 
animation at schools and festivals. My Cat is Called Odin (originally published in Italian 
by Castoro Libri) is his first book for Five Quills. 

• Publishing date: November 2025

• 9781912923519 / Paperback / £ 8.99

• 198 mm x 129 mm • 176 pp

• Age 8 +

• Sales Territory: World

I was in a garden so vast that it covered the entire 
Earth. The grass was such an intense green that it 
made my head spin.

A very old man with silvery-white hair and a black 
eye patch arrived at the gateway to the garden and 
glanced briefly over his shoulder towards his army. 
There were thousands – no, millions – of soldiers, 
each carrying a weapon. Some held swords, others 
spears, others bows and arrows. They were smiling, 
keen to stain their clothing with their enemy’s blood.

The Old Man held a spear. He raised it to the 
sky while the army resumed its advance, passing 
through the gateway to the garden. Their horses’ 
hooves trampled the jade-green grass beneath a sky 

that glowed with a reddish light. 
“Today shall be a glorious day!” the Old Man cried out. 

“A glorious day to be remembered for centuries to come!”
In the middle of the garden stood a tree – the Tree of 

Life, Death, Love and War. Its highest branches reached 
far up into the sky, and its crown was made up of clouds 
and storm. Its roots were wrapped around a chasm 
that split the earth in two, from which a 
group of Wolves emerged. They were the 
children of darkness – their eyes lit up 
like the embers of Hell. Leading them 
was a larger Wolf with fangs the colour 
of clouds just before a storm.

A rooster crowed. The sound echoed 
icily across the valley. My blood ran 
cold. The battle had begun.

The soldiers brandished their 
weapons and mangled the bodies 
and heads of the Wolves, who, in 
turn, tore the warriors to pieces 
using their claws and fangs. 
And in the end, all that 
was left was flesh 
and blood. 

CHAPTER
8

Fenrir will be defeated by one of the gods, but only  
after it has killed Odin. Once the battle is over, the 
world will be built from scratch again and everything 
starts anew.”

“But in your story, some stuff doesn’t make sense,” 
Ollie said, looking at me.

“Yeah, in your vision, Odin defeats the Wolf, but  
the legend says it was actually one of his sons,”  
continued Ian.

“And the Spear?” I asked. “What about that Spear  
I dreamt about? Does it really exist?”

“Yes!” Ollie cried out. “Yes, Aldo, it does! But 
unfortunately the legend doesn’t tell us where it is.”

“Odin’s Spear,” I murmured. “Maybe we should start 
looking for it . . .”

“Aldo!” Petra shouted, wriggling her way in between 
us. “What are you thinking?”

I groaned and turned towards her. She was still 
holding that annoying cat in her arms.

“Odin would never be able to use a spear with his soft 
little paws!” she went on. “Anyway, it’s time to eat!”



TRACY CURRAN is a picture book and chapter book author and lives in Cornwall with her husband, three children,  

two dogs, five rabbits and seven chickens. A former primary school teacher, Tracy is passionate about encouraging 

children to read for pleasure and runs a book review blog, The Breadcrumb Forest. She loves toadstools, pumpkins, 

cake and running along the beach. This is her first book for Five Quills. 

LAUREN BEARD is a children’s book illustrator based in Manchester. 

She mixes digital with hand painted elements in her art work and loves 

drawing animals. Lauren has illustrated many books over the last ten 

years and is well known for her work on the twelve books in the popular 

Fairytale Hairdresser series, written by Abie Longstaff and published 

by Penguin Random House. She lives with her cat Smokey-Joe, by the 

woods that inspire her art.

PICTURE BOOKS

by Tracy Curran and illustrated by Lauren Beard

• Publishing: 3 April 2025

• 9781912923441 / Paperback / £ 8.99

• 9781912923458 / Ebook / £ 5.99

• 250 mm x 250 mm • 32 pp

• Age 3 + • Full Colour

• Rights Available: World (excluding UK English)

PIZZA!
HOW NOT

to share ato share a

A laugh-out loud story about  
sharing and friendship

When Papa Panther opens a new pizzeria with 
lots of scrumptious toppings, best friends Otto 
and Ali are the first in the queue. “HALF for you, 
and HALF for me,” insists Otto. “EQUAL shares!” 

But sharing fairly is trickier than it looks, 
especially since Ali can’t resist CHOMPing!

The next Friday, Otto and Ali chose a shrimp and shellfish pizza. 
Otto was determined to cut the pizza exactly in Half,  
but it was tricky to get right.

He dithered 

and dallied until . . . 

FINALLY, he had two pieces of pizza.

ANNEMARIE ANANG is an actress and former primary school teacher. She began writing for children 

after struggling to find books for her daughter that featured main characters who reflected the diversity 

of children in our world. A Londoner, born to Ghanaian parents, she lives in Sweden with her young 

daughter and husband. 

NATELLE QUEK is a Malaysian-born illustrator. Natelle loves to use bold 

colours and cinematic perspectives. Her work is influenced by pop culture, 

folk art, nature and her personal heritage. She lives in Southeast England. 

In 2020, she was awarded the SCBWI IPOC Women’s Scholarship. Natelle 

has illustrated The Little Mermaid (Penguin) by Anna Kemp, a powerful 

retelling of a classic fairytale.

PICTURE BOOKS

It’s dance class day, and Gran has promised  
to teach Kwesi and the neighbours her trophy-
winning dance, the Shooby Doo Mambo!  
They tap their feet to the boogielicious  
beat, They shimmy, twirl and clap – just like so!

by Annemarie Anang and illustrated by Natelle Quek

• Published

• 9781912923397 / Paperback / £ 8.99

• 9781912923403 / Ebook / £ 5.99

• 250 mm x 260 mm • 32 pp

• Age 3 + • Full Colour

• Rights Available: World (excluding UK English)

But then Gran hurts her knee . . .

How will Kwesi learn the steps  
to the special dance now?



ANNEMARIE ANANG is an actress and former primary school teacher. She began writing for children after struggling 

to find books for her daughter that featured main characters who reflected the diversity of children in our world.  

A Londoner, born to Ghanaian parents, she lives in Sweden with her young daughter and husband. 

NATELLE QUEK is a Malaysian-born illustrator. Natelle loves to use bold 

colours and cinematic perspectives. Her work is influenced by pop culture, 

folk art, nature and her personal heritage. She lives in Southeast England. 

In 2020, she was awarded the SCBWI IPOC Women’s Scholarship. Natelle 

has illustrated The Little Mermaid (Penguin) by Anna Kemp, a powerful 

retelling of a classic fairytale.

by Annemarie Anang and illustrated by Natelle Quek

“A deft, empathy-fostering exploration of the importance of 
names and respect.” 
The Guardian    

“A strong debut. A heartwarming and empowering story of 
identity and belonging. This title features a lively energetic 
protagonist sure to inspire children to assert their individuality 
and take pride in their names.”
The Bookseller

A Read for Empathy Lab title 2024  
Shortlisted for the Little Rebels Award 2023
Shortlisted for the Leeds Book Awards 2023

Shortlisted for the Teach Early Years Picture Book 2023

• Published

• 9781912923489 / Read Along-Audio book / £8.99 

• 9781912923311 / Paperback / £8.99

• 9781912923304 / Ebook / £5.99 

• 250 x 260mm • 32 pp  

• Age 3+ • Full-colour  

• Rights Sold: Dutch
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Back at their places, the band waited for Nefertiti’s cue. 

“I am Nefertiti,” Nefertiti whispered, 

then she drummed, just like she’d done since she was little.

What
marvellous

music
they made. 

Cu cu cha cha, Cu cu cha! 
Cu cu cha cha, Cu cu cha, 

When Nefertiti plays the drums, the band plays 
as one. “I am Nefertiti” she says, and she feels 
ten feet tall. But when the new music teacher 
shortens her name to ‘Nef’, bit by bit, she starts 
to shrink. Without Nefertiti to keep the beat, the 
band is in disarray . . . “I am Nefertiti!” she whispers 
to herself. Drawing on her inner strength and with 
the support of the other children, they help Miss 
Potts recognise the importance of honouring 
Nefertiti’s name. Now, when Nefertiti keeps the 
beat, the music sounds so sweet!

PICTURE BOOKS

With a FREE 
Read Along
audio book.
See inside!

PINK TRUCKS
PICTURE BOOKS

by Sam Clarke and illustrated by Cory Reid

For all truck-loving children!
Stink loves trucks. Stink has HUGE trucks, FAST 
trucks, NOISY trucks, even special SPACE trucks. 
He has BLACK, BLUE, RED and little WHITE  
trucks. But Stink likes PINK . . . Can trucks be PINK?

• Published

• 9781912923373 / Paperback / £7.99

• 9781912923380 / Ebook/ £5.99

• 250 x 260mm • 32pp

• Age 3+ • Full-colour

• Rights Available: World (excluding UK English)

by Elizabeth F. Hill and illustrated by Hannah George

Cotton Cloud wants to be the best cloud ever! She 
will never rain,she says,because rain makes people 
SAD. But the endless sunshine dries up the lake 
and withers the plants.  Sun and Wind tell Cotton 
Cloud it is time for her to rain! But will she listen? 
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“I want to be the best cloud ever so I can make the people happy!” Cotton Cloud 

declared. “Cumulus, Stratus, and Cirrus will show me how.” 

“What about Nimbostratus?” asked Waterfall.

“Yes, Nimbo knows all about wet stuff,” agreed Sun and Wind.

Cotton shuddered. “Grumpy Old Thunder and Gloom  

with his sad, boring rain? Not on your noodle-doodle!”

RIGHTS 
SOLD TO 6 

COUNTRIES!

• Published

• 9781912923335 / Paperback/ £7.99

• 9781912923342 / Ebook/£5.99

• 250 x 260mm • 32pp

• Age 3+ • Full-colour

• Rights Sold: Complex Chinese, Simplified Chinese, 	

   Korean, Slovenian, Dutch, USA and Canada



  

JANE CLARKE is the award-winning author of over 80 books for young 

children, including popular young fiction series such as Al’s Awesome 

Science (Five Quills) and Dr Kitty Cat (OUP).

JAMES BROWN is the illustrator of Al’s Awesome Science (Five Quills), 

Elspeth Hart by Sarah Forbes (Stripes) and Tally & Squill by Abbie Longstaff 

(Little, Brown), and the author of With My Mummy and With My Daddy.

SERIES INFORMATION:

• Paperback / £6.99 each 

• 185 X 129 mm • 128 pp  

• Age 7+ • black & white illustrations throughout 

• Ebook / £5.99 each 

• Rights sold: Slovenia, Dutch

FROG FRENZY: Lottie has 
to save the frogs in her 
neighbour’s garden!
Nature hooks: frogs and 
ants; how to make a pond.
• Published • 9781912923076 / PB

• 9781912923151 / Ebook

• Rights sold: Slovenian, Dutch

BIRD ALERT: Lottie is 
counting the birds in  
her garden.
Nature hooks: birds; how 
to make a bird feeder and 
recipe for fat cakes.
• Published • 9781912923090 / PB 

• 9781912923175 / Ebook

• Rights sold: Slovenian

BEE-WARE!: Lottie is keen  
to save the bees! 
Nature hooks: bees & bugs; 
how to make  
a bug hotel and butterfly 
feeder.
• Published • 9781912923083  /  PB 

• 9781912923168 / Ebook

• Rights sold: Slovenian, Dutch

HEDGEHOG SURPRISE:  
Lottie is saving important 
nocturnal creatures!
Nature hooks: bats, moths 
and hedgehogs; how to make 
a hedgehog home and moth 
box.
• Published • 9781912923106 / PB 

• 9781912923182 / Ebook

• Rights sold: Dutch

PRAISE FOR THE SERIES: 
“The story encourages curiosity about the natural world and learning  

through first hand  experience - creating the wildlife experts of the future.”  
– North Somerset Teachers’ Book Award

“With nature and conservation tips tucked away at the back of the book, 
this is the perfect way to have fun while learning!” – Lancashire Evening Post

“This book will really engage young readers with the natural  
world and the joy of playing outside.” – Absolutely Education

Summer Reading Challenge selection 2021

Action-packed, funny stories      
perfect for emerging readers

Includes detailed wildlife scrapbook 
activities and tips how to save nature in 

your back garden or neighbourhood

Filled with facts about nature  
and the environment, and exciting  
insights about future innovations

SERIES HIGHLIGHTS:

PAUL MORTON is an exciting author/illustrator with lots of stories to tell. 

He has produced dozens of children’s board games, some for Disney 

and Pixar, as well as artwork for educational books. He likes frogs, wild 

mushrooms and mountain biking and gets lots of his best ideas whilst 

out pedaling.

SERIES INFORMATION: 

• Paperback / £6.99  

• Ebook / £5.99

• 138 x 180mm • 96 pp  

• Age 5+ • Two-tone colour 

• Rights Sold: USA and Canada, Turkish, Dutch

Published • 9781912923045 / Paperback  

• 9781912923212 / EBook • Rights Sold: Turkish, USA, Dutch

• Published

• 9781912923052 / Paperback 

• 9781912923229 / EBook

• Rights Sold: USA, Dutch

by Paul Morton

BUG BELLY: FROGGY RESCUE

The froglets are having a sleepover with their favourite 
uncle. If only Uncle Bug Belly’s tummy hadn’t gone 
URGLE-GURGLE-GLUMP! He wouldn’t have missed 
Magpie swooping down on unsuspecting little  
Splodge . . . Now Bug Belly and the froglets must go on a 
dangerous rescue mission. 

BUG BELLY: BABYSITTING TROUBLE

It’s Uncle Bug Belly’s turn to babysit. The taddies and 
froglets in Top Pond can count on him for lots of froggy 
fun! But when Uncle Bug Belly’s tummy goes URGLE-
GURGLE-GLUMP everyone knows that spells -TROUBLE!

THE FROG IS INGENIOUS! HE’S INVENTIVE!  
BUT CAN HE RESIST A SNACK ON THE FLY? NO WAY!

YOUNG FICTION

by Jane Clarke and James Brown 

AN INSPIRING ECO-ADVENTURE SERIES FOR YOUNG READERS

PICTURE BOOKS



• Published

• 9781912923243 / Paperback / £6.99

• 9781912923250 / Ebook / £5.99

• 250 x 260mm • 32 pp

• Age 3+ • Full-colour

• Sales Territory: World (except US 

  and Canada)

• Foreign Rights: Not Available

YOUNG FICTION

FUNNY, MESSY, SCIENCE-BASED ADVENTURES FOR YOUNG READERS

AL’S AWESOME SCIENCE: 
BLAST-OFF!

Al and his friends are 
experimenting to blast 
off his time machine. 
Trouble is, fiddling with 
homemade rockets is 
messy, and adding too 
much baking powder to 
their birthday cake causes 
some unexpected gassy 
consequences . . .

Science hook: Experiments 
with thrust and potential 
energy show how rockets 
and catapults work.

AL’S AWESOME SCIENCE: 
SPLASH DOWN!

Al is experimenting to find 
out what kind of covering 
his time-machine capsule 
will need to survive its 
SPLASH DOWN! back  
to Earth. 

Science hook: Experiments 
with water include how 
to create a siphon, what 
happens when you spin 
a bucket filled with water 
(centripetal force), making 
‘ice’-cream, and splash 
landings.

AL’S AWESOME SCIENCE: 
EGG-SPERIMENTS!

Al is experimenting to 
find the best shape for his 
time-machine capsule. But 
using up all the eggs in the 
fridge (meant for dinner!), 
plus his dog’s naughty 
escapades, land him in a 
very sticky situation with 
the neighbours . . .

Science hook: Experiments 
with eggs show that egg-
shaped objects are the 
strongest shape in nature 
– they can withstand great 
force (within reason).

AL’S AWESOME SCIENCE: 
BUSY BODIES

Al is researching the 
effects of travelling in a 
time machine on his body. 
Trouble is, it’s hard to 
experiment without ANY 
mess . . . especially when 
the Goods’ cat Precious is 
in the same house as Al’s 
naughty dog Einstein!

Science hook: Experiments 
about digestion, nutrition, 
facts about the body, 
balance, and Space travel.

• Published  

• 9780993553769 / Paperback / £6.99 

• 9781912923144 / Ebook / £5.99 

• 185 x 129mm • 128 pp  

• Age 6+ • Black & white  

• Rights sold: French, Turkish

• Published  

• 9780993553752 / Paperback / £6.99 

• 9781912923137 / Ebook / £5.99  

• 185 x 129mm • 128 pp  

• Age 6+ • Black & white  

• �Rights sold: French, Turkish

• Published 

• 9780993553745 / Paperback / £6.99

• 9781912923120 / Ebook / £5.99 

• 185 x 129mm • 128 pp  

• Age 6+ • Black & white  

• Rights sold: Dutch, French, Turkish

• Published  

• 9780993553738 / Paperback / £6.99

• 9781912923113 / Ebook / £5.99  

• 185 x 129mm • 128 pp  

• Age 6+ • Black & white  

• ��Rights sold: Dutch, French, Korean, 
Turkish

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE SELECTION FOURS YEARS RUNNING! 2022,2020,2019,2018.
WINNER OF THE STEAM PRIZE 2019

PICTURE BOOKS

• Not for sale in the UK

• 290 x 240mm • 32 pp  

• Age 3+ • Full-colour  

• Rights Sold: Slovenian and USA

SKY PRIVATE EYE: AND 
THE CASE OF THE SPARKLY 
SLIPPER
• 9780993553721 

The Prince is stunned! The 
winner of the best costume 
competition vanished and left 
behind a sparkly slipper.

SKY PRIVATE EYE: AND THE 
CASE OF THE MISSING 
GRANDMA
• 9780993553707

Granny has gone on a beach 
holiday! Little Red Riding Hood 
has to find her before The Big 
Bad Wolf gobbles her up.

SKY PRIVATE EYE: AND THE 
CASE OF THE RUNAWAY 
BISCUIT 
• 9780993553714

The Little Olds are bereft! The 
Gingerbread Boy is training for  
the Fairytale Olympics, and hungry 
Foxy Loxy is right behind him.

FAIRYTALES WITH A DETECTIVE TWIST
by Jane Clarke and Loretta Schauer

FEROCIOUS is a very unusual sort of wolf. He LOVES chocolate and he can’t wait to 
share it with the animals in town. But when he opens his new chocolate shop, nobody 
dares to even come near it . . . “He’s surely got a dastardly plan to eat us all!” clucks 
Mrs Chicken. Lonely and outcast, Ferocious’ dreams are dashed. Then, one brave piggy 
bucks the trend and is richly rewarded with delicious chocolates and a new friendship 
that turns the tables on everyone’s expectations and prejudices.

by Lizzie Finlay
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by Jane Clarke and James Brown 

SERIES INFORMATION

• Published 

• Paperback / £7.99 each 

• 250 x 250 mm • 32 pp  

• 3+ • Full-colour

• Rights sold: Complex Chinese, Danish,  

   Turkish and USA

Isabella has so much fun with daddy. 
Daddy has a really cool tail and with  
it he can sail like a boat and even 
do balancing tricks.

by Guido Van Genechten
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