
R I G H T S  C ATA L O G U E  2026
www.tro ikabooks .com



2 T R O I K A  2026 C ATA L O G U E

CALM
By S. J. Baker
Publication: January 2026
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 352pp
ISBN: 9781912745470
BIC: YF
Rights Available: WORLD

In a near-future Britain, society’s calm 
façade conceals a sinister truth: the state 
maintains its control by meddling with 
the nation’s water supply. The result? 
A population lulled into apathy. Lulled, 
apart from a courageous few known as the 
resistors. 

New resistor Owyn joins lifelong Resistor 
Tiegan in a fierce quest for freedom. Spurred 
on by the promise of a mass resistance, they 
ignite a chain of events that shakes the 
foundations of Britain’s oppressive regime. 

One thing is clear: the price of freedom is 
higher than they ever imagined.
S.J. Baker teaches English in a secondary school 
in Hull, where she does her best to pass on her own 
love for reading and writing to her students. She grew 
up in Kent and has lived in Oxford, Peterborough, 
Scarborough - all places that have inspired the 
locations in this novel. She is now based in East 
Yorkshire.

Last Hope Highway
By Rachel Delahaye
Publication: July 2026
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 272pp
ISBN: 9781912745548
BIC: YFB
Rights Available: World  English Language

Earth is dying and the only way out is to win 
a rare lottery ticket to Starlight, the newly 
colonised City that Kip’s family escaped 
to—without him. Stranded in the desperate 
settlement known as Last Hope Highway, 
Kip joins thousands waiting for their one 
chance at survival. Every month, one draw. 
One ticket. One life changed. 

Kip is sure he belongs with his family among 
the stars… But along the way he discovers 
what he’s really looking for, and that 
sometimes even the wrong people can point 
you in the right direction. Kip has to decide 
what he believes in more: a family far away, 
or the chance to fight for the world he still 
calls home.
Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived 
in the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath 
and is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier 
books for Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric 
Life (2023) and Splinters (2024), have all been 
nominated for a Yoto Carnegie Medal for writing. Her 
most recent book for Troika, Electric Life: Surge, was 
published in 2025.

Terra Electrica: The 
Guardians of the North
By Antonia Maxwell
Publication: January 2026	
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 272pp
ISBN: 9781912745463		
BIC: YFB
Rights Available: WORLD

The last ice cap has melted, and the world 
is on the brink of collapse. A deadly force 
- Terra Electrica - has been unleashed. 
It feeds on electricity. It is infecting 
civilization. In this chaotic, rapidly changing 
reality, 12 year-old Mani has lost her family 
and community to Terra Electrica. Armed 
only with some ancestral wisdom and a 
powerful, ancient wooden mask she was 
never meant to inherit so soon, she suddenly 
finds herself responsible for the fate of the 
world. Can Mani piece everything together 
and harness her newfound powers in time to 
save humanity?
Antonia Maxwell is a writer and freelance book 
editor. With a degree in modern languages, and 
thirty years in book publishing, she is a selfprofessed 
word nerd. As well as working with book publishers to 
hunt down rogue apostrophes and missing full stops, 
she also teaches editing skills and creative writing. 
In her own writing, she seeks to engage with our 
changing world, and foster in young readers tools of 
self-understanding, resilience and hope. She is based 
near Cambridge, where she enjoys wild swimming and 
walking under the big eastern skies. Terra Electrica: 
The Guardians of the North is her debut novel for 
children.

N e w  T i t l e s
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The Emptying
By Mimi Thebo &  
Rachel Delahaye
Publication: April 2026
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 224pp
ISBN: 9781912745487
BIC: YFB
Rights Available: World  English Language

The city is starving but the farms are 
bursting with food. Something is very 
wrong. In the aftermath of a riot turned 
lethal, city-kid Acker goes looking for law 
and order. After a farm truck is attacked 
in the city, farmgirl Dot sets off to find 
answers. When the two teens meet, they 
find common ground and a terrifying truth 
about the future. Someone has to confront 
reality…what’s left of it.... And it looks 
like it’s them. In this dramatic, thought 
provoking, and prescient story Mimi and 
Rachel imagine a world where AI, initially 
created to eradicate all human error, has 
gone disastrously wrong endangering the 
survival of the human race.
Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived in 
the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath and 
is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier books for 
Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric Life (2023) 
and Splinters (2024), have all been nominated for a Yoto 
Carnegie Medal for writing.

Mimi Thebo is a Carnegie-longlisted author for children 
and teens. Her work has been translated into twelve 
languages and adapted for a BAFTAwinning BBC film. 
Born in the USA, she is based in Southwest England, 
where she is Associate Professor in Creative Writing at the 
University of Bristol and a Royal Literary Fellow.

When Skeletons Rise
By Coral Rumble
Publication: June 2026
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 176pp
ISBN: 9781912745494
BIC: YFB
Rights Available: WORLD

11 year old Arlo Skinner has had an 
unsettled life ever since his dad went missing 
in London. He has tried to adjust to a new 
life in a Cornish village, since moving there 
with his mum, but he finds it hard to make 
friends and trust people. With the help of his 
teacher, Mr Murray, and two boys at school, 
he begins to relax a little and starts to have 
hope for the future. Another turning point 
is reached when an old sailor skeleton is 
dug up, feeding his obsession for everything 
‘pirate’. He becomes aware that other sailor 
skeletons are hidden beneath Cornish soil, 
and the history of the crew of one shipwreck 
completely absorbs him. Alongside his new 
life in Cornwall, new revelations about his 
family rise to the surface, and Arlo fears 
a family secret will ruin the new start he is 
beginning to embrace.
Coral Rumble is a popular, award-winning poet; 
in 2018 she won The Caterpillar Poetry Prize. She 
has worked as a poet and performer for many years 
and now specialises in writing and performing for 
children. She has also contributed to around 150 
anthologies for children. Coral’s first novel, Jakub’s 
Otter, published by Troika in 2024, won (9+ fiction 
category) the Spark! School Book Award 2024-25. 
Jakub’s Otter was also selected as a key Empathy 
Read title for 2026.

Cobalt
By Sue Klauber
Publication: September 2024
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 224pp
ISBN: 9781912745388
Ages: 10+ BIC: YFC
Rights Available: WORLD

This is the follow-up story to Zinc about 
three Jewish siblings John, George and 
Eva who continue to play different roles to 
help the war effort in WW2. George trains 
in Scotland for his SOE mission to Poland 
to help the fighters in the Secret Army. 
After his work at Bletchley Park, John is 
now stationed in Cairo in Egypt working 
on plans to deceive Field Marshall Rommel 
about the location of the impending battle, 
while sister Eva in Hungary is finding life for 
anyone Jewish getting harder and harder 
as the Nazis harden their grip over the 
country. Will the siblings ever manage to 
get together? Based on the extraordinary 
real-life experiences of Sue Klauber’s father 
(Coding at Bletchley Park), uncle (SOE 
in Europe) and aunt (Resistance), she 
wrote Zinc and now Cobalt to illustrate the 
courage of her Jewish family.
Sue Klauber is an experienced fundraiser and former media 
educator. She has produced films made by refugee children 
from Columbia, Kurdistan, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Eritrea, 
Iran, Armenia and Romania, worked as a fundraiser in 
arts and social care charities and is now the Trusts and 
Foundation Lead for a charity where she monitors grants 
across areas of residential care, community centres, 
physical disability and Holocaust survivors’ services. Cobalt 
is her second children’s book.

F I C T I O N
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Day of the Whale
By Rachel Delahaye
Publication: April 2022
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 336pp
ISBN: 9781912745197
Ages: 10+ BIC: YFC
Rights Available: World ex. ANZ

‘Follow the big blue’. That was the last thing 
Cam’s father said to him. Cam follows Big 
Blue - everybody does on the island of 
Cetacea. Their lives take place within his 
rules, delivered to them by enigmatic whale-
talker, Byron Vos. Byron was once a marine 
scientist but is now organizing an epic 
clean-up operation to revive the ocean after 
centuries of human greed and neglect. And 
yet Cam wonders if there is a more complex 
truth. A truth that may be connected to 
his father’s disappearance. Cam’s quest 
to understand Big Blue leads him to new 
friends and shared adventures – but the 
truth, when he finds it, is more dangerous 
than ever he could have imagined.
Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived 
in the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath 
and is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier 
books for Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric 
Life (2023) and Splinters (2024), have all been 
nominated for a Yoto Carnegie Medal for writing. Her 
most recent book for Troika, Electric Life: Surge, was 
published in 2025.

Electric Life
By Rachel Delahaye
Publication: July 2023
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 352pp
ISBN: 9781912745326
Ages: 12+ BIC: YFC
Rights Available: World ex. ANZ

Alara’s incredible gaming skills bring her 
to the attention of Estrella’s leaders. She 
is chosen to go on a dangerous mission to 
London Under, the original older, long-
deserted and distrusted city on top of which 
Estrella (the Star city) was built, to gather 
‘vital’ intelligence. Estrella is the perfect 
society, an immaculate, sanitised, connected 
environment where everything is channelled 
through the digital medium. There is no 
dirt, no pain, no disease, no natural world, 
even feelings like boredom are frowned upon 
and discouraged. Alara is dropped down to 
London Under and into a “new” world which 
bewilders her and disorientates her. How will 
she survive in a society where noise, dirt and 
sometimes pain are everyday experiences and 
where food is not synthetic and tastes real? 
Will she accomplish her mission? Who can 
she trust? How will she get back to Estrella 
and her family and her life without worry?

Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived in 
the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath and 
is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier books for 
Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric Life (2023) 
and Splinters (2024), have all been nominated for a Yoto 
Carnegie Medal for writing. Her most recent book for 
Troika, Electric Life: Surge, was published in 2025.

Electric Life: Surge
By Rachel Delahaye
Publication: September 2025
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £9.99 | 352pp
ISBN: 9781912745449
Ages: 12+ BIC: YFC
Rights Available: WORLD

Electric Life ended with Alara living in 
London Under and rejecting her life on 
Estrella. At the beginning of Electric Life: 
Surge Alara has now lived in Under for 
six months and she is struggling to adapt. 
Alara feels claustrophobic, panicked, she 
dreams of escaping to the surface with her 
partner, Jay, and travelling in the open but 
Jay is consumed by Under’s volatile politics. 
Tensions rise as the city fractures under the 
pressure of scarcity. In this dramatic, tense 
and fast-paced sequel, Alara has to make 
the most difficult and dangerous decisions 
of her life to help save Estrella and London 
Under from mutual and catastrophic 
destruction.
Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived 
in the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath 
and is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier 
books for Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric 
Life (2023) and Splinters (2024), have all been 
nominated for a Yoto Carnegie Medal for writing. Her 
most recent book for Troika, Electric Life: Surge, was 
published in 2025.

F i ct  i on



5T R O I K A  2026 C ATA L O G U E

F i ct  i on

Jakub’s Otter
By Coral Rumble
Publication: September 2024
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 176pp
ISBN: 9781912745333
Ages: 8+ BIC: YFB
Rights Available: World ex. Turkey

In her first work of fiction Coral tells the 
story of ten-year-old Jakub Polanski 
who cares for his single mum, Maria, 
who has multiple sclerosis. The weight of 
responsibility has made Jakub forget he is 
a child, and his life outside of school is full 
of adult concerns. Everyone is worried about 
Jakub’s mental health. To take the pressure 
off his mum and give Jakub a break, life-
long family friends, the Koniks, take Jakub 
on holiday to Italy. While there Jakub learns 
about Marta’s passion for writing poetry 
and storytelling, and she shows him that 
freedom and adventure are there for the 
taking. He discovers he is funny and smart 
and is not only defined by being a carer. 
And, in Italy, Jakub finds hope as he listens 
to an old, wise woodsman, who teaches him 
about otters, especially one injured otter 
called Piccolo.
Coral Rumble is one of our most popular poets, 
Michael Rosen has commented, ‘Rumble has a dash 
and delight about her work’. Coral performs and 
gives workshops at art centres, museums, bookshops, 
libraries, theatres and festivals, as well as in schools. 
This is her fourth book for Troika.

Splinters
By Rachel Delahaye
Publication: June 2024
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 320pp
ISBN: 9781912745371
Ages: 12+ BIC: YFB
Rights Available: World ex. ANZ

Jean Sylvester is a typical, overthinking 
adolescent whose painful experience with 
parallel realities teaches her that while 
life involves her, it’s not always all about 
her. She thinks life isn’t fair and wishes 
hers was different. When she witnesses 
a traumatic accident, she can’t help but 
blame herself for the events leading up to 
it. In order to be free of the nightmare she 
has a choice: she can spiral into despair or 
reconcile herself with the fact that terrible 
things happen, and some can’t be changed. 
Splinters is a story about so many things. 
It starts by looking at the change in our 
priorities as we move into our teenage 
years - our desperation for independence 
and happiness; our vulnerability to change; 
our misery when things don’t turn out as 
we hoped. There are two things that let you 
down in life: high expectations and other 
people.
Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia but has lived in 
the UK since she was six years old. She lives in Bath and 
is married with two children. Rachel’s earlier books for 
Troika, Day of the Whale (2022) Electric Life (2023) 
and Splinters (2024), have all been nominated for a Yoto 
Carnegie Medal for writing. Her most recent book for 
Troika, Electric Life: Surge, was published in 2025.

Zinc
By Sue Klauber
Publication: October 2022
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 240pp
ISBN: 9781912745043
Ages: 10+ BIC: YFB
Rights Available: WORLD

It is World War 2 and brothers George and 
John and their sister Eva are each fighting 
in their own way. Secret agent George is 
parachuted into Slovakia in an Operation 
codenamed Zinc, John breaks codes at 
Bletchley Park, while Eva is stranded 
in enemy-occupied Hungary. Based on 
the extraordinary real-life stories of Sue 
Klauber’s father, uncle and aunt, she wrote 
Zinc for her son to celebrate the full and 
heroic engagement of their North London 
Jewish family in the fight against tyranny.
Sue Klauber is an experienced fundraiser and former 
media educator. She has produced films made by 
refugee children from Columbia, Kurdistan, Kosovo, 
Afghanistan, Eritrea, Iran, Armenia and Romania, 
worked as a fundraiser in arts and social care 
charities and is now the Trusts and Foundation Lead 
for a charity where she monitors grants across areas 
of residential care, community centres, physical 
disability and Holocaust survivors’ services. Zinc is her 
first children’s book.
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Little Light
By Coral Rumble
Publication: June 2021
Paperback: 198 x 130mm | £7.99 | 240pp
12 b/w line drawings
ISBN: 9781912745166
BIC: YDP
Rights Available: WORLD

Ava is hiding – hiding from the small cramped room where 
she lives with her two little siblings and her mum, hiding from 
the taunts and hostility she gets at school, hiding from her 
sometimes lonely and joyless life. But there is love here too. 
Her best friend Roxy, her wise Trinidadian Nan and a stray dog 
she befriends. Can Ava be brave enough to allow some light 
to shine into the darkest part of her being? Moving, emotive 
and poignant, Coral Rumble’s poetic novel is a compellingly 
beautiful read.
Coral Rumble is one of our most popular poets: in 2018 she won The 
Caterpillar Poetry Prize. Coral has had three collections published, Creatures, 
Teachers and Family Features, Breaking the Rules, and My Teacher’s as Wild 
as a Bison. She has also contributed to around 150 anthologies for children. 
Michael Rosen has commented, ‘Rumble has a dash and delight about her 
work’. Riding a Lion, Coral’s most recent collection, was published by Troika 
in 2020.

Star!: The True Story of an 
Extraordinary Journey
By Michaela Morgan
Publication date: June 2025
Ages: 9+
Paperback | 198 x 129 mm| £8.99 | 96 pp
ISBN: 9781912745432
Rights available: WORLD

This is the extraordinary story of Nadia Nadim, a refugee from 
Afghanistan who went on to become a world-class professional 
footballer, based in Europe.  Nadia was born into a prosperous 
and well-connected family in Afghanistan, but along with her 
mother and four sisters, she had to leave their war-torn country in 
fear of severe repression and even violence against them. Nadia’s 
story is one of an incredible and often dangerous journey across 
continents to start a new life in Denmark, in the hope of living 
without fear of war and subjugation. It’s a story of starting all 
over again, with nothing, and yet with determination, courage, 
resilience - and talent. Nadia’s story is also a story of hope, one 
in which she arrives in a strange country as a refugee with no 
understanding of the local language, and grows to become not 
only a world-famous football star, but also a doctor and surgeon, a 
linguist, a UNESCO champion for girls’ and women’s education, a 
broadcaster and (of course) a role model Discover more about her 
incredible journey in this inspiring book!
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Mortimer’s Picnic
By Nick Ward
Publication: June 2025
Paperback: 250 x 250mm | £8.99 | 32pp
Colour illustrations throughout
ISBN: 9781912745425	   BIC: YBCS
Rights Available: World ex. China

Mortimer is taking a picnic to his best friend Oggy, 
who has a bad cold. But a hungry crocodile, a wolf and 
a troll all want to eat the picnic AND Mortimer!
Nick Ward is a children’s author and illustrator known for his 
engaging picture books, among them Don’t Eat the Teacher and his 
early readers series the Charlie Small journals. Nick lives in Wells, 
Somerset.

Selkie: A Scottish Folktale
By Gillian McClure
Publication: December 2015
Paperback: 200 x 260mm | £6.99 | 32pp
Colour illustrations throughout
ISBN: 9781909991262	      Ages: 3+ 
BIC: YBCS	    Rights Available: World ex. China

Peter has heard of the legend of the Selkie seals who turn into humans 
but can hardly believe it when he rescues a real live Selkie from the 
oysterman’s nets. But then danger threatens Peter and his new friend.
Gillian McClure is the creator of many picture books, including Dog on Wheels, Dog on 
Wheels at Sunny Sea, Selkie, Mouse in the House, Flood, We’re Going to Build a Dam and 
Zoe’s Boat. Gillian lives in Cambridge.

www.tro ikabooks .com
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