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NEW TITLESNEW TITLES

Star!
Written by Michaela Morgan 

Publication June 2025 | 978-1-912745-43-2 | Age 9+  
PBK | £8.99 | 198 x129mm | 96pp | Rights: World 

Nadia Nadim was born in to a prosperous and 
well connected family in Afghanistan.  

She is one of five sisters who, with their 
mother, had to leave their war torn country in 
fear of severe repression and even violence 

against them. Her story is one of an incredible 
and dangerous journey across continents 
to start a new life without fear of war and 

subjugation. It’s a story of starting again with 
nothing and with determination, courage, 
resilience, and talent, building a new life. 

Nadia’s story is a story of hope, arriving in a 
country where she did not understand the 

language to becoming a world famous football 
star, a doctor, a linguist, an ambassador for the 

UN, a broadcaster and a role model.
Michaela Morgan has written about 200 books – some are 
fiction, some are fact, some are poetry, and some are a 
mix. She has been awarded or shortlisted for many awards 
including a Blue Peter Badge (twice!) This is her second time 
writing about a truly inspirational real-life character. In the 
past she has written about Walter Tull in Respect and in 
Walter Tull’s Scrapbook. Now here’s another amazing life 
to celebrate! 

Electric Life: Surge
Written by Rachel Delahaye

Publication 2025 | 978-1-912745-44-9 | Age 10+ | PBK | 
£8.99 | 198 x129mm |384pp | Rights: World  ext Australia/NZ

Electric Life ended with Alara living in London 
Under. At the beginning of Electric Life: Surge 

Alara has now lived there for six months and she 
is struggling to adapt to its harshness and its div-

isions. She dreams of escaping to the surface with 
her partner, Jay, but he’s consumed by Under’s 

volatile politics. Tensions rise as the city fractures 
under the pressure of scarcity, and Jay urges 
Alara to join the Discovery Run – a dangerous 

expedition to explore new tunnels – hoping it will 
help her find purpose. In this compelling sequel 
Rachel Delahaye once again takes the reader on 
a tension filled, dramatic and fast paced journey 

where Alara has to make the most difficult  
decisions of her life and help save Estrella and 

London Under from mutual destruction.
I have said it before, but have to say it again – 
Rachel Delahaye is an outstanding writer who 
really knows how to create believable worlds 

and compelling characters, immersing the 
reader completely in the story. Electric Life is 
a one-sitting read - it is impossible to put down 

once started.’ Sue Wiltshire (
‘

Mortimer’s Picnic 
Written and illustrated by Nick Ward 

Publication June 2025 | 978-1-912745-42-5 | Age 3+ | PBK 
£8.99 | 250 x250mm | 32pp | Rights: World except US/CAN

Mortimer is taking a picnic to his  
best friend Oggy, who has a bad cold. 

But a hungry crocodile, a wolf and a troll all 
want to eat the picnic AND Mortimer! 

• Well-known and popular author-illustrator
• Great for sharing in story-time and for 

reading aloud
‘A delightful story that cleverly uses elements 

from various fairy tales such as Little Red 
Riding Hood and Billy Goats Gruff to create 
a gently subversive humorous tale...a sense of 
mischievousness and mystery pervades this 

delightful picture book.’
‘An action-packed saga of thrills, 

misadventures and friendship.’
Nick Ward is a children’s author and illustrator known for his 
engaging picture books, among them Don’t Eat the Teacher 
and his early readers series the Charlie Small journals. Nick 
lives in Wells, Somerset.Neal Zetter is a London-based comedy performance poet, 

author and entertainer who has been using poetry writing 
and performance to develop literacy, confidence, self-
expression, creativity and presentation skills in 3 to 103-year-
olds for more than twenty years.
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Chicken in the Kitchen 
Poems by Neal Zetter

Illustrations by Emily Ford 
Publication 2025 | 978-1-912745-41-8 | Age 7-9   
PBK | £8.99 | 198x129mm | 96pp | Rights: World

In this rollicking new greatest hits collection 
Neal has chosen his favourite poems from his 

best selling books, Bees in my Bananas,  
It’s Not Fine to Sit on Porcupine,  
Here Comes the Superheroes, 

Yuck and Yum, Invasion of the Supervillains, 
Gorilla Ballerina, When the Bell Goes  

and Scared. 
With two new bonus poems this is  

a fantastic introduction into the ever  
inventive mind and creativity of one of  

our most beloved children’s poets.



Shauna Darling Robertson is an 
award-winning poet writing for 
children and adults. Shauna grew up 
in Northumberland and now lives 
in Somerset. Her work on You Are 
Not Alone has received funding from 
Arts Council England’s ‘Developing 
Your Creative Practice’ programme. 
Shauna’s first collection for children, 
Saturdays at the Imaginarium, was 
published by Troika in 2020.

You Are Not Alone
Poems by Shauna Darling 

Robertson
978-1-912745-17-3 | Teen YA | PBK | £8.99

198 x 129mm | 128pp | Rights: World 
In her second book of poems for 
young people, Shauna takes an 

in-depth look at mental health and 
wellbeing. 

The poems in this collection 
explore a variety of topics,  

from diagnosed mental health 
conditions to the everyday  

personal challenges faced by  
young people. The poems are 
variously thought-provoking, 
reassuring, heart-breaking, 

galvanizing, funny and hopeful, 
reflecting a diversity of perspectives, 

experiences and voices.

The Moon’s Gorgonzola
Poems by Debra Bertulis  

illustrated by Zoe Williams
978-1-912745-30-2 | Age 5-6 | PBK | £8.99

198 x 129mm | 96pp | Rights: World 
This vibrant, bouncy book is a 

collection of reflective and soothing 
poems, poems for performance, 

rhyming poems, silly poems, puzzle 
poems and ‘carpet’ poems. 

Debra says: ‘I’m a great believer in 
poetry for younger children being 
accessible with language they can 
understand and topics they can 

relate to. It is a poetry book to be 
used in school and at home. I write 

about everyday life and the strange, 
funny, sometimes sad things that 

can happen in school and at home.’

AI
The home of great children’s books

POETRY

The Moon's
Gorgonzola
�"$��������� !����$
��!� �� ����"$������������

Publication: April 2023
Paperback: 198 x 129mm | £8.99 | 96pp
ISBN: 9781912745302
Ages: 5 - 6 BIC: YDP
Rights Available: World

In this vibrant bouncy new collection Debra focuses on poetry for younger

children (Key stage 1 & 2). It’s a wonderful collection of reflective and

soothing poems, poems for performance, rhyming poems, silly poems,

puzzle poems and ‘carpet’ poems. Debra says: ‘Writing The Moon’s

Gorgonzola has been a joy. I’m a great believer in poetry for (especially)

younger children being accessible with language they can understand and

topics they can relate to. I wanted the book to have a great sense of fun to

light the poetry spark that is in all of us! It is a poetry book to be used in

school and at home. I write about everyday life and the strange, funny,

sometimes sad things that can happen in school and at home. However, it

has come with its challenges and a feeling of responsibility to "get it right".

Pitching the content and language at just the right level for each Year group

was very important’.

��������� !��� has been a writer of poetry, plays and stories since she was

very young. When she was ten, her mother bought her a typewriter to type

her stories on and she’s been writing ever since. Her poems appear in many

anthologies as well as on the LAMDA examination syllabus and are

performed at Festivals across the world. Her debut collection of children’s

poetry ����������
������� was published in 2022 by Otter-Barry Books.

������������ graduated from Bath Spa University in 2022 with an honours

degree in English Literature and Publishing. �	���
�, published by Troika in

2022, was Zoe’s first published work of illustrations. An aspiring artist from

day one, Zoe could always be found drawing, creating, and thinking about

new ideas. She received a sixth-form arts scholarship, which inspired her to

illustrate stories herself, focusing on her love of drawing by creating quirky

characters and scenarios. Zoe is now at Bristol studying for a Master’s in
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A new collection from a respected and admired

voice in children’s poetry

Poems focused on key stage 1

Funny, serious, sad, happy, thoughtful, silly,

rhyming, non- rhyming and many more poems!

Encouraging poems for sharing and reading out

loud and performing which will enable children to

engage with poetry and even become poets

themselves

For all enquiries please contact:
Roy Johnson
07710 412830
kidglovesbooks@gmail.com www.troikabooks.com

And I Climbed And I 
Climbed

Poems by Stephen Lightbown 
illustrated by Shih-Yu Lin

978-1-912745-29-6 | Age 7+ | PBK | £8.99
198 x 129mm | 96pp | Rights: World 

Cosmo is a young boy whose life 
has been changed forever, after 
falling out of the tree he loved to 

climb. Cosmo is disabled and uses 
a wheelchair. Now, Cosmo wants to 
have a conversation with the tree.

In this outstanding debut collection, 
Stephen Lightbown draws on his own 
personal experiences as a wheelchair 
user. Written in Cosmo’s voice these 
poems take the reader on a journey 

of challenges, questions, hurts, 
explorations and triumphs.

Stephen Lightbown lives in Bristol and 
writes extensively but not exclusively 
about life as a wheelchair user. Stephen 
has written poetry for adults and 
is passionate about wanting to see 
authentic voices writing about disability 
across all ages. This is his first collection 
of poetry for children.

Shih-Yu Lin was born in Taiwan but now 
lives in London. He is a graduate of the 
MA illustration course at Cambridge 
School of Art. His first book for Troika 
was An Ordinary Story and his most 
recent was the acclaimed Things That 
Should be in a Poem by Coral Rumble.

Debra Bertulis has been a writer of 
poetry, plays and stories since she 
was very young. Her poems appear in 
many anthologies and are performed at 
Festivals across the world. Her debut 
collection of children’s poetry Where 
Do Wishes Go was published in 2022 by 
Otter-Barry Books.

Zoe Williams graduated from Bath 
Spa University in 2022 with a degree 
in English Literature and Publishing. 
Scared? was Zoe’s first published work 
of illustrations. 

Why Did My Brain  
Make Me Say It?

Poems by Sarah Ziman
978-1-912745-39-5 | 7+ | PBK | £8.99  

198 x 129mm | 80pp | Rights: World
In this debut collection for children 

Sarah takes the reader on a 
vibrant journey based on her acute 
observations of everyday life and 
language. Loosely arranged across 
a school year– September through 

Halloween, Christmas, Spring, 
Summer holidays, a new school 

year/just before secondary –  
Sarah’s witty observations and 

playful use of language pervade 
every poem and bring a vivid 
charm and freshness to every 

page. This debut collection heralds 
the emergence of a striking new 

inventive voice in children’s poetry.

Sarah Ziman was born and grew up 
in the South Wales valleys, and is 
STILL learning Welsh. She had a poem 
published in a book when she was 
11, followed by one which travelled 
around as a poster on the London 
Underground when she was 13.
She won the YorkMix Poems for 
Children Competition in 2021, has been 
highly commended for the Caterpillar 
Poetry Prize three times, and her 
poems can be found in magazines and 
anthologies worldwide. 

Selected  
book for 

Empathy Day 
2024

POETRY POETRY

Things That Should  
Be in a Poem

Poems by Coral Rumble
illustrated by Shih-Yu Lin in 

colour
978-1-912745-20-3 | Age 5+ | PBK | £8.99

225 x 165mm | 80pp | Rights: World 
A weekend of time/  

A wide space to play/ I think I’ll 
collect/ A poem today

A brand-new collection of 50 
poems to introduce poetry to the 
youngest reader.  Coral’s warm, 
vibrant, exciting world of poems 
is complemented by Shih-Yu’s 
expressive colour illustrations.   

Coral writes: ‘Did you know, you 
can bump into a poem anywhere? 

You find them in houses, fields, 
oceans, cities, trees...the list is 

endless! I’ve even found poems in 
people’s faces, when they laugh or 
cry, or get excited. Of course, you 
have to write the poems you find, 

because poems can’t hold a pen or 
type on a keyboard.

This book is full of poems I found 
when I was looking out for them. I 
actually had to dig some out of my 
imagination – ouch! You’ll discover 

in the pages some things that I think 
should be in a poem, but I’m sure 

you can think of more.  
Go hunting!’

Coral Rumble is one of our most 
popular poets, Michael Rosen has 
commented, ‘Rumble has a dash and 
delight about her work’. Coral performs 
and gives workshops at art centres, 
museums, bookshops, libraries, theatres, 
festivals and in schools. Little Light was 
selected as one of the key books for 
National Empathy Day.

Little Light
A verse novel by Coral Rumble 
978-1-912745-16-6 | Age 10+ | PBK £7.99

198 x 129 mm | 240pp | Rights: World 
Ava is hiding – hiding from the 
small, cramped room where 

she lives with her mum and two 
younger siblings, hiding from the 
taunts and hostility she gets at 

school, hiding from her sometimes 
lonely and difficult life. But there’s 
love and support here too, in the 

form of Ava’s best friend Roxy, her 
wise Trinidadian Nan and a stray 
dog. Can Ava be brave enough to 

shine light when life gets dark?
Moving, emotive and poignant, 
Coral Rumble’s verse novel is a 
compellingly beautiful read. In 
a seamless poetic narrative she 
creates a world peppered with 
utterly believable characters 
and feelings, and sensitively 

highlights some of the dilemmas 
and challenges many young people 

face as they grow up.

Winner 
of the Spark 
School Book 

Award for 
children’s poetry 

2022/23

Selected  
book for 

Empathy Day 
2025
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POETRY

Riding a Lion
Poems by Coral Rumble 

illustrated by by Emily Ford
978-1-912745-02-9 | Age 7-9 | PBK £8.99

225 x 165mm | 96pp | Rights: World 
Some people like to think that a 

collection of poems for children has 
to be either funny or serious, as if 
there were two types of children 

who would only like one or the other! 
But life isn’t like that… some days 
we think hard, some days we cry 

and some days we laugh loudly and 
boldly – and so do children. 

In this book, you will find poems 
that puzzle you, tell you stories and 
make you ask questions. There are 
dangerous poems, delicate poems 
and daft poems. Whether you’re in 

a thinking mood, a laughing mood or 
a crazy mood, there are poems here 

that will keep you company.

Emily Ford is a freelance illustrator 
from Cumbria. She has a passion for 
storytelling and reading, inspiring her 
to create her own imaginary worlds 
populated with characters and magic.

POETRY

Scared?
Poems From The Darker Side

Peoms by Neal Zetter  
and Joshua Seigal 

978-1-912745-14-2 | Age 7-11 | PBK | £8.99
198x129mm | 128pp | Rights: World 

‘It follows me and yet it’s not a part of 
me It does the things I do’

48 inventive, insightful poems 
exploring the darker side. From 

bullies to black holes, cats to 
clowns, these original and thought 

provoking poems are a roller-coaster 
ride through both the silliness and 

sadness of being human.
Scared? celebrates the work of 

poets Neal Zetter and Joshua Seigal 
and it’s not afraid of exploring the 

tougher side of growing up. A book 
that can pave the way  

for important conversations.    

Neal Zetter is a London-based 
comedy performance poet, author and 
entertainer who has been using poetry 
writing and performance to develop 
literacy, confidence, self-expression, 
creativity and presentation skills in 3 to 
103-year-olds for more than twenty years.

Joshua Seigal is an exciting, dynamic 
performance poet and children’s 
author. He won the Laugh Out Loud 
Book Award in 2020.

When the Bell Goes
Written by Neal Zetter  

Illustrated by Emily Ford 
978-1-909991-57-6 | Age 7-11 | PBK | £8.99

225 x 165mm | 96pp | Rights: World 

Here’s a hilarious poetry collection 
by comedy performance poet Neal 

Zetter that takes you back to his 
time at school. You’d be forgiven 

for wondering if anything much has 
changed! Meet Mr Shoutyteacher, 

always getting in a strop, as well 
as the school nose-picker (careful 
if he’s sitting next to you). What’s 

your excuse for not doing your 
homework? Who feels like maths 

is a number-filled mystery? What’s 
your favourite sport – football 

in the playground or risking the 
dangers of roller-skating? Rap and 

rhyme your way around all the 
notable characters in school, not 
forgetting the members of your 

own embarrassing family. And look 
out for jokes as well as fascinating 

facts (true or false?).
Perfect for reading aloud in the 
classroom (if you dare!) and for 

sharing with all the family.
‘From mornings to teachers to 

lessons to home time, Neal brings 
his performance poetry skills to 

exploring school life in all its glory. 
A great addition to class shelves!’ 

''

If I Were Other Than Myself
A Poetry Collection  

Written and illustrated  
by Sue Hardy-Dawson

978-1-909991-85-9 | Age 7+ PBK | £7.99   
225 x 165mm | 96pp | Rights: World

A stunning collection, full of magical 
fantasy and dream-like inventions. 

Some of these poems are 
interwoven… ‘Blackout’ leads to 

‘Fear of the Unknown’, while ‘Why 
Trees Whisper’ segues into ‘Zephyr’ 
and ‘Dog Reads the Wind’. The child 
is a frequent motif, perhaps even the 

voice of the haunting title poem‘If 
I Were Other Than Myself’ with its 

final question ‘and should I wish, 
would I be missed?’

With its engagingly visual qualities 
and ingeniously shaped animal 
poems, this is an invitation for 
young imaginations to run wild. 

Celebrate the joy, sadness and sheer 
exhilaration of poetry. Sue Hardy-
Dawson brings her poems to vivid 
life with her striking illustrations.

Saturdays at the 
Imaginarium

Poems by Shauna Darling Robertson
Illustrated by Judith Wisdom
978-1-912745-12-8 | Age 7+ | PBK £7.99 | 

210x140mm | 96pp | Rights: World
In her first book of poems for 

children, Shauna celebrates creative 
thinking and encourages curiosity, 
looking at things from fresh and 

surprising perspectives. Thoughts 
whizz around like mosquitoes, a 

day lasts longer than a year and the 
weather forecast is for an ear-to-ear 

grin nearly two miles high.
Inventive, provocative and 

highly original, Saturdays at the 
Imaginarium asks big questions 

about how we see ourselves and 
each other as well as our place 

in the world. It invites children of 
all ages to explore the incredible 

potential of their own imagination.
‘One of the most inventive, quirky 
and enjoyable poetry collections 

I’ve read for a while. Some 
wonderful gems for Key Stage Two 

to get stuck into.’  
Jon Biddle, ''

'
A National Poetry Day Selection 

2021.
Longlisted for the North Somerset 

Teachers’ Book Award 2021

Sue Hardy-Dawson is a Yorkshire-born 
poet and artist who has been published in 
many poetry anthologies. She worked with 
children for 20 years and took a degree 
in creative writing and literature from the 
Open University. She is dyslexic and takes 
a special interest in encouraging reluctant 
readers and writers. 

Clouds Cannot Cover Us
Jay Hulme

978-1-912745-10-4 | Age: Teen YA | PBK £7.99 | 
198 x 129mm | 96pp | Rights: World

The poems in this collection chart Jay’s 
journey from growing up in a working-class 

family in Leicestershire to his feelings 
and thoughts about school life and his 
experience as a transgender teenager. 
Jay says: When it was decided this 
collection would be for teenagers I 

was left with this determination, that 
this collection wouldn’t speak down 

to anyone, that the world I portrayed 
within it would be the world we live 

in, that there would be no attempt to 
make reality ‘appropriate for children‘. 
People seem to forget that teenagers 

live in the same world as everyone else, 
and they face the same struggles adults 

face every day. The things that are 
traditionally seen as inappropriate for 
young people to see, are so often the 

same things they experience day to day’. 

Jay Hulme is an award-winning poet 
and performer from Leicester, Winner 
of Slambassadors 2015, and finalist in 
the 2016 Roundhouse Poetry Slam. his 
work was Highly Commended in the 
2018 CLiPPA Awards. He also works 
as an ambassador for Inclusive Minds, 
promoting inclusion and diversity 
in children’s publishing, and doing 
sensitivity reads to ensure depictions 
of trans people in books are both 
accurate and unoffensive.  
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This Rock, That Rock
Poems between you,  

me and the moon 
Written by Dom Conlon  

Illustrated byViviane Schwarz
978-1-909991-92-7 | Age 7+| PBK | £8.99  

225 x 165mm | 96pp | Rights: World
To celebrate 50 years since the first 

moon landing by Apollo 11 in 1969, here 
is an original collection of 50 poems.

In his poems Dom tells us of two 
incredible things. First, the Moon 
is incredible: it controls our tides, 

gives us 24-hour days and keeps our 
planet stable enough to have seasons. 
Second, Dom reminds us that poetry 
is incredible because it is the most 

flexible form of expressing ourselves, 
and is how we’ve always told stories, 
particularly about our ways of seeing 

this incredible Moon. Put the two 
together and the Moon is an inspiring 

rock of possibilities.
To tell us this, Dom uses all kinds of poetry 

forms… short poems and long ones, silly 
poems and serious ones. 

‘Words and pictures that are quite 
simply out of this world. I love this 

book!’ Chris Riddell

POETRY

Dom Conlon is a space poet, 
copyrighter and frequent radio guest. 
He is a published poet who runs 
workshop sessions, teaching writing, 
reading and understanding poetry- in 
particular, to inspire children to look up 
to the stars and across to each other.

Walking with My Iguana
Brian Moses, Illustrated in  

full colour by Ed Boxall
978-1-909991-84-2 | PBK | £8.99  

225 x 230mm | 32pp | Rights: World
This is Brian Moses’ most 

popular poem when he performs 
in schools. It is full of energy, 

rhythm and fun. With Ed Boxall’s 
colourful illustrations, it is  
a perfect picture book for 

sharing.

Yuck and Yum: 
A Feast of Funny Food Poems
Neal Zetter and Joshua Seigal, 
illustrated by Scoular Anderson
978-1-909991-45-3 | Age 7-9 | PBK | £7.99

225x165mm | 96pp | Rights: World
Two celebrated performance poets in 
one bumper collection join together 
to make not just a meal but a feast 
of funny poems about foods that 

you might like and some that you will 
definitely hate. A perfect book for 

reading aloud and sharing in class as 
well as at home.
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I’m the pickle in the burger
That is sitting on your plate
And I’m proud to be an item

Almost everybody hates...
No one likes me. I don’t care.
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The Poetry Guide
A handbook for teachers & librarians  
Trevor Millum & Bernard Young 
978-1-912745-09-8  PBK £8.99 | 198 x 130mm  

96pp | Rights: World
A ‘How to’ book encouraging children 
to seek out and read poetry, both by 

listening or reading; ncluding practical 
suggestions for teachers  

and librarians on effectively and 
creatively teaching poetry. 

POETRYTROIKA FICTIONFICTION

Jakub’s Otter 
Written by Coral Rumble 

978-1-912745-33-3 | Age 8+ | PBK | £8.99 
198x129mm | 144pp | Rights: World

In her first work of fiction Coral 
tells the story of ten-year-old Jakub 

Polanski who cares for his single 
mum, Maria, who has multiple 

sclerosis. The weight of responsibility 
has made Jakub forget he is a child, 

and his life outside of school is full of 
adult concerns. Everyone is worried 
about Jakub’s mental health. To take 

the pressure off his mum and give 
Jakub a break, life-long family friends, 
the Koniks, take Jakub on holiday to 
Italy. While there Jakub learns about 

Marta’s passion for writing poetry 
and storytelling, and she shows him 

that freedom and adventure are 
there for the taking. He discovers 

he is funny and smart and is not only 
defined by being a carer. And, in Italy, 
Jakub finds hope as he listens to an 
old, wise woodsman, who teaches 
him about otters, especially one 

injured otter, called Piccolo.

Coral Rumble is one of our most 
popular poets, Michael Rosen has 
commented, ‘Rumble has a dash and 
delight about her work’. Coral performs 
and gives workshops at art centres, 
museums, bookshops, libraries, theatres 
and festivals, as well as in schools. This 
is her fourth book for Troika. 

Splinters
Written by Rachel Delahaye
978-1-912745-37-1| Teen | PBK | £8.99 

198 x 129mm | 336pp | Rights: World except 
Australia/NZ

Jean Sylvester is a typical, 
overthinking adolescent whose painful 

experience with parallel realities 
teaches her that while life involves 

her, it’s not always all about her. She 
thinks life isn’t fair and wishes hers 

was different. When she witnesses a 
traumatic accident, she can’t help but 
blame herself for the events leading 

up to it. In order to be free of the 
nightmare she has a choice: she can 

spiral into despair or reconcile herself 
with the fact that terrible things 

happen, and some can’t be changed. 
Splinters is a story about so many 
things. It starts by looking at the 

change in our priorities as we 
move into our teenage years – our 

desperation for independence 
and happiness; our vulnerability to 

change; our misery when things don’t 
turn out as we hoped. There are two 
things that let you down in life: high 

expectations and other people.

Rachel Delahaye was born in Australia 
but has lived in the UK since she was six 
years old. Rachel’s first book for Troika, 
Day of the Whale, was nominated for a 
Yoto Carnegie Medal for writing.  

Cobalt
Written by Sue Klauber 

Publication 2024 | 978-1-912745-38-8 | Age 
10+ | PBK | £8.99

198 x129mm | 240pp | Rights: World 
In this follow up story to Zinc we 

follow the stories of George, John 
and Eva who continue to play vital 

roles in the effort to defeat the Nazis 
in WW2. George trains in Scotland 
for his SOE mission to Poland to 

help the fighters in the Secret Army. 
After his work at Bletchley Park, John 

is now stationed in Cairo in Egypt 
working on plans to deceive Field 

Marshal Rommel about the location 
of the impending battle, while sister 

Eva in Hungary is finding life for 
anyone Jewish getting harder and 

harder as the Nazis harden their grip 
over the country. Will the siblings 

ever manage to get together? They 
share so many memories but war 

keeps them apart.

Based on the 
extraordinary real-life 
experiences of Sue 
Klauber’s father (Coding 
at Bletchley Park), uncle 
(SOE in Europe) and aunt 
(Resistance), she wrote 
Zinc and now Cobalt to 
illustrate the courage of 
her Jewish family. 978-1-912745-04-3 

Nominated  
for a Carnegie 

Medal for 
writing 

2025
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Electric Life 
Written by Rachel Delahaye 

978-1-912745-32-6 | Age 10+ | PBK | £8.99
198 x129mm | 384pp | Rights: World  except 

Australia/NZ
Alara’s incredible gaming skills bring 

her to the attention of Estrella’s 
leaders. She is chosen to go on 
a dangerous mission to London 
Under, the original older, long-

deserted and distrusted city on top 
of which Estrella ( the Star city) was 

built, to gather ‘vital’ intelligence. 
Estrella is the perfect society, an 
immaculate, sanitised, connected 

environment where everything 
is channelled through the digital 

medium. There is no dirt, no pain, 
no disease, no natural world, even 
feelings like boredom are frowned 

upon and discouraged. Alara is 
dropped down to London Under 

and into a “new” world which 
bewilders her and disorientates her. 

How will she survive in a society 
where noise, dirt and sometimes 
pain are everyday experiences 
and where food is not synthetic 
and tastes are “real”? Will she 

accomplish her mission? Who can 
she trust? How will she get back to 
Estrella and her family and her life 

without worry?  

Longlisted 
for the Yoto 

Carnegie Medal 
for Writing 

2024

FICTION

Zinc 
Written by Sue Klauber 

978-1-912745-04-3 | Age 10+ | PBK | £8.99
198 x129mm | 240pp | Rights: World 
It is 1939 and the Nazis are 

menacing Europe and planning to 
invade Britain. What can brothers 

John and George do to make a 
difference? Soon John is cracking 
German codes at Bletchley Park 
and George is parachuting into 

enemy territory.  But what of their 
sister Eva? What will she do in this 

time of unimaginable danger?
Based on the true and thrilling 

events of Sue Klauber’s Hungarian 
Jewish father, uncle and aunt’s 
secret lives, Zinc looks at the 

remarkable lengths three young 
people would go to protect their 
family and their adopted country.

Sue Klauber is an experienced 
fundraiser and former media producer 
and educator. She has produced films 
for refugee children from Columbia, 
Kurdistan, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Eritrea, 
Iran, Armenia and Romania, worked 
as lead fundraiser in an arts and social 
care charity and is now Trusts and 
Foundation Fundraiser for a charity 
where she monitors grants across areas 
of residential care, community centres, 
physical disability and Holocaust 
survivors’ services. Zinc is her first 
children’s book.

Day of the Whale 
Written by Rachel Delahaye 

978-1-912745-19-7 | Age 10+ | PBK | £8.99
198 x129mm | 336pp | Rights: World 

‘Follow Big Blue. Tell the Truth.’ 
That was the last thing Cam’s 
father said to him and it was 

important. Cam follows Big Blue 
–  everybody does on the island 

of Cetacea. Their lives take place 
within his rules, delivered to them 
by enigmatic whale-talker, Byron 
Vos.  Byron was once a marine 

scientist but is now organizing an 
epic clean-up operation to revive 

the ocean after centuries of human 
greed and neglect. And yet Cam 

wonders if there is a more complex 
truth he has not yet discovered.  A 
truth that may be connected to his 

father’s disappearance.
 Cam’s quest to understand Big 

Blue leads him to new friends and 
shared adventures – but the truth, 

when he finds it, is more dangerous 
than ever he could have imagined.

Rachel Delahaye  A"er studying 
linguistics and working as a magazine 
writer and editor, Rachel now writes for 
children and always has new projects 
brewing. Rachel was born in Australia 
but has lived in the UK since she was 
six years old. She lives in Bath and is 
married with two children and a dog 
called Rocket.

Nominated 
for the Yoto 

Carnegie Medal 
for Writing 

2023

Hidden
Miriam Halahmy 

978-1-909991-62-0 | YA PBK | £8.99 | 198x130mm
 272pp | Rights UK & Commonwealth

14-year old Alix lives near the 
beach on Hayling Island. It’s a quiet 
backwater, far removed from world 

events such as war, terror and 
refugees. And Alix has problems 

of her own. Her Dad has a new life 
which doesn’t include her while her 
Mum is helpless and needy. Then 
one day on the beach Alix and her 
school mate Samir pull a drowning 
man out of the sea. He is an illegal 

immigrant, desperate not to be 
deported. Faced with the most 

difficult decision of her life, what 
will Alix do and who can she trust?

 Hidden deals with prejudice, 
judgement, courage and the 

difficulty of sorting right from 
wrong in a complex world 

‘A gripping story ... written with 
clarity and immediacy. This is a 

book to counter bigotry.’
Nicolette Jones,  

((

Selkie: A Scottish Folktale
978-1-909991-26-2 | Age 4+ | PBK | £8.99  

260 x 180mm | 32pp | Full colour illustrations | Rights available: World Rights sold: China
Peter has heard the legend of the Selkie seals who can turn into humans.  

One day he rescues a real live Selkie from the oysterman’s nets.  
Beautiful Selkie teaches Peter the secret language of the sea,  
but will this be enough to save them when danger threatens? 

Winner of the US Parent’s Guide to Children’s Media Award  
for Outstanding Achievement in Children’s Books

“A book to treasure and revisit. The illustrations are perfect.”   


Dragon’s Wood
Brian Moses, Ill. Ed Boxall 

978-1-912745-08-1 | BIC YBC | Age 3+ | PBK £7.99 |  
225 x 230 mm  | 32pp | Full colour illustrations | Rights: World
A child and a dog are out walking in Dragons’ Wood.  

As they explore, they wonder whether there might be dragons living there.  
A wonderful, imaginative picture book to share with young readers  

with pictures that take their inspiration from medieval woodcuts  
of dragons and their glowing colours from stained glass windows. 

FICTION PICTURE BOOKS

Miriam Halahmy writes novels, short 
stories and poetry for children, teens and 
adults. Miriam has worked with refugees 
and asylum seekers for many years in 
schools as well as leading workshops. She 
has also wri#en an educational resource 
on child asylum seekers.
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